


Business 
Friends of The 
Bridge— 
Thank You!
Interstates Company and 

the Harbor group	

Northwestern Bank

Pella Corp

Siouxland Fabricating, Inc. 

Janssen Financial Group LTD

Revival Animal Health Inc.

Trans Ova

Bouma & Co. Inc.

Van Engelenhoven Agency

Oolman Pork LLC

Businesses that would like to 
become a Friend of The Bridge 
and support the kids and the 
moms of The Bridge in a very 
powerful way, may contact 
Sandi Altena at 712.707.9922 
or send their donation to The 
Bridge, PO Box 323, Orange 
City, IA. 51041. You will receive 
a frame-ready certificate of 
friendship for your donation.

Love and Logic Classes
Sandi Altena, the Director of The Bridge 
was recently trained and certified to 
instruct Love and Logic parenting classes 
at The Bridge as well as in the community.  
Love and Logic is a 6 week parenting 
course that helps create happy families 
and responsible kids.

Personal Mentors
Personal Mentors focus on one of three 
daily life skill areas with each woman 
at The Bridge.  Personal Mentors meet 
weekly with their resident and coach them 
in parenting, cleanliness, or friendship/
spiritual formation.  Volunteers who would 
like to develop a closer relationship with a 
resident by becoming a Personal Mentor 
are encouraged to contact Rebecca James 
at The Bridge for more information.  

Student Interns
Two students from Northwestern College 
and three students from Dordt are com-
pleting their internships at The Bridge this 
semester.  Steve Mahr is creating a docu-
mentary about rural poverty in northwest 
Iowa, Jana Van Houten is developing a 
playground plan for The Bridge, Jessica 
Veenstra is assisting with the promotion 

of the Women’s Conference, and Kari 
Rutledge and Leah Van Walbeek are 
working with residents and developing a 
resource base for the residents and staff 
at The Bridge.  The staff at The Bridge is 
delighted to have these very gifted young 
people be part of our ministry!

Giving Back
Each woman at The Bridge is required to 
volunteer at least one hour in community 
service.  The women select an opportu-
nity from a prepared list of dozens of op-
tions including Bibles for Missions and 
Melissa’s Hope Chest.

College Collaboration
Northwestern professor, Bob Hubbard 
and his Performance Studies class are do-
ing a service learning project at The Bridge 
as part of their oral history assignment - in 
which they partner with residents, staff 
and volunteers to create monologues of 
the members of The Bridge community.  
Each class member also volunteers per-
sonal hours of service to The Bridge.  The 
staff is excited about this opportunity.  
Telling our stories helps us heal and see-
ing our stories reenacted can have a pow-
erful additional healing effect.

New at The Bridge

Board Members:	 Rick Droog (Chair, Treasurer), Pastor Jon Nelson (Vice President), Pastor Jim Daniels, Nathan Stob,
	 Shari Kastein, Nick Scholten, Jodi McDonough, Abby Jansen, Marla Groeneweg

One of the attitudes 
we discuss in our 
volunteer training 

sessions is transcendent curiosity 
(Larry Crabb).  Transcendent 
curiosity involves a sense of 
wonder, a profound intrigue 
and fascination with the eter-
nal drama that is being played 
out in someone’s life.  Specific 
to our ministry: We look at a family who 
enters The Bridge and we stand in awe.  
Why her? Why now? Why me?
What is God doing here?

I’m very fond of this attitude be-
cause it stops us dead in our tracks 
in terms of judgment.  Our wom-
en may not have the same values 
that we do, and often times their 
backgrounds have not provided 
a good training ground for them 
regarding life skills.  Unhealthy 
relationships have also taken their 
toll on many of these women and 

for most of them, living in community is 
extremely challenging.  
Stepping back, then—with transcendent 
curiosity—we are able to see the bigger 

and more eternal picture.  We see that our 
responsibility is to faithfully love these 
women right now and go easy on where 
they’ve been.  The Lord has brought them 
into our ministry today.  We don’t know 
what the end of their story could possibly 
be, but we do know that they’re right here, 
right now.  And so are we. 
Transcendent curiosity:  Wonder.  And a 
profound intrigue and fascination with the 
eternal drama that is being played out in 
someone’s life.  What a wonderful way to 
look at our residents.   What a wonderful 
way to look at everyone!

A Few Words from the Director, Sandi Altena


